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IRREGULARTTY SEEN
! IN DIVORCE CASES

Alexandria Lawyers’ Com-
mittee Will Make Further
Disclosures in Scandal.

From a Staff Correspomlent.
ALEXANDRIA, Va., February 7.
Further disclosures suggesting the
existence of evils in connection with
the divorce practice here prom-

are

“Why Smile?” Query
Gets Varied Replies
From Many Leaders

NEW YORK, February 7—A
nationnl bumorous weekly has
mnade public several statements
from men of natienal promi-
nence in P to fte ¥ wt
for messages, ntating “why you
bellieve the United States should
smile at this time,” for use im |
connection with the celebration
of “nationnl smile week,” Feb=
raary 3 to 12.

Amoeng these who vepiled
with worde of cheer were
Pontmante'y Gemeral Hayw, Sec-
retary of Laber Davix, Theo-
dore Roosevelt amd WHilzm J.
Bryan.

Woodrow Wilson replied:

“Y have no mexsage teo
on so willy a subject.”

ised by the committee appointed by
the local bar association to investi-
gate the divorce conditions when il';
meets next Saturday. |

They will be contained in the re- |
port the subcommittee which is con- |
ducting the examination will submit
to the full committee Saturday.

As was in the case of its first re-!

POPE PIUS XI CHOOSING
HIS OFFICIAL FAMILY

(Continued from First Page.)

first blessing bestowed by Pilus XL

GOV, BONE TELLS
OF ALASKAN ROAD

Declares Railway Cost Eight
Times as Much as
Territory.

Gov. Scott . Bone of Alaska, in an
address today at the City Club re-
marked that the government railroad
just completed and in operation be-
tween Seward, on Resurrection bay,
and Fairbanks, 467 miles in the in-
terior, with’ a brarich line to the coal
flelds, had cost eignt times as much
as Uncle Sam paid for the whole of
Alaska fifty-five years ago.

“The purchase price under the
treaty negotiated with Russia by Sec-
retary Seward, tn 1867, involved §7.-
200,000," he said. *“This was consid-

ered at the time an extravagant out-

port made to the committee last Sat- | Continual conciliation, inaugurated by ;1ay of public funds, and provoked pro-

urday this second repart will pre-:
sent figures and facts, according to
members of the committee, that
would suggest an irregularity in the
‘lwearing to the residence require-
ments of divoree applicants in a num-
ber of cases.

Such progress has been made by
this subcommittee in its scrutiny of
the court records and In its tabula-

tion of the history of each case filed
for the last eighteen months  that
members of the committee anticipated

|
|
i
1
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today they would be in a position
next Saturday to make a final '.mli[
full report of their findings. In thrsi

event, it is pointed out, the investigi-
tion*of notations which have aroused
suspicion in individual cases will be!
greartly expedited. and although it 1s
difficult to determing at this lime:
members of the committee believe
they will be in a position to make 2
final report of the entire situation to
the Bar Association within the next
month or six wueks,
Not to Express Ophion.

Members of the subcommittee ex- |
plained today that there will be no |
opinion expressed in their final report l
regarding the contents of the divorce |
records, nor will there be any recom- |
mendation. These will come later, I

“Our flgures will speak for the-m—i
selves,” one member of the subeom- |
mittee siid today. =1 personally think i
each member of the investugating!
committee will be fully convinced'
from the disclosures made by our;
figures and the information aeccom- |
panying:them rthat there is an exist- |
ent devil_amd will decide immediately |
upon its next step téward brihging to
accotint those guilty of irregular or
fraudulent praciice regarding the pb-J
taining d8f dtvorees and in making an '
¢ffurt to eerrect these conditions and
remove the stain from the name of |
vur fair eity.’

-Méx. Baggett Denies.
- P i i -

Mrs. Mary L. Baggelt, who operites
f rooming house at 119 South Royal,
street. according to the figures pre-
sented Lo the committee last Saturday.
signedieighty domicile affidavits in a
total of 340, as reported at that meet-
ing. stated today to The Star reporter
that in all of her life she has never
committed.an illegal act. She ex-|
plained that her houge is of a size suf- |
ficeimt to hold.at ome time forty per- |
~ons, which would have been neces-
sary, according @ the information re
ported at last Saturday's meeting of
the - investigating commitlée. Mrs.
Baggett declarged that while she has
rented rooms o many Per=ons who |
wera applyving for a divoree she has
never failed to comply with the law
and has nor “kKnowingly” done any- !
thing lhal‘aould be considered irreg-
ular, illegalior irses s gty

A smular"exgﬂgtidf‘:::ﬁi ﬁ;&mvm
was made by Mra Stella Bensel, who=e
1ooming house is located at 233 South
Pitt street, whe, according to the fig-
ures reported to the commitlae jast Sat-
urday, had sworn to the athdavils re-
garding the_residence requiremenis of |
divorce amﬂi‘rams in fifteen ol the 340!
CaSes Tepor

Hoth Mra Baggett and Mrs. Bensel
had no hesit¥ncy in sayving that the out-
come of the investigation will prove
they have been innocent of any false
swearing or other irregualarities. i

J. K. M. Norton, a member of the in- |
vestigating committes, wins appoinied a !
vommitiee of one by the latter. to at-
tend a hearing Thursday in Richmond,
Va., on the Hall bill. which propeoses
to amend the divorce law of the state.
He will urge the incorporation in “the
Hall bill of several amendments drafted
by the local investigating committee,
whnich are intended to strengthen that
measure and which in the opinion of
the local committee will bring about a
much hetter situation
divorces for the entire state.

J. ROY.

LOVE OF GIRL STAR |
RECITED IN LETTER'
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(Continued from First Page.)

A deseription of Sands to aim and to
Sheriff Harris at Elko,

The police were hopeful Constable
Berning's suspicions might prove cor-
rect, as they have stated they believed
Sands ecould =olve the enigma of Tay-
lor's slaving.

Find Seented Note.

A scented note dropped from one
of Tayvler's books while police de-
tectives were making an examination
of his effects, according to the Los

H
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Angeles Examiner. It was on the
buttery monogrammed stationery of
Mary Miles Minter. It read as fol-
lows:

“Dearest:
*} love you—T love you—I love you, !

] X XX XXX XXX |
“Yours always
“MARY.”
Tie last “X" was twa inches in
height, followed by an exclamation

point an inch in height.”

Mary Miles Minter did not deny
authorship of the letter, aceording to
the Examiner,

“T did love William Taylor.,” she
gaid. I loved him deeply and ten-
derly, with all the admiration and
respect a young girl gives to a man
with the poise and culture of Mr.
Taylor.™ .

Taylor and Miss Minter met at
2anta Barbara two Years ago. He
was her director. They later went
to New York with the company.

New York Man Eliminated.

The wealthy young New York man
who was reported to have left Los
Angeles on the day Tollowing the
murder of Taylor and who was
enamored of one of the motion pie-
ture Actresses whom police have been
questioning in connection: with ‘the
case was located late last night by
private detectives. According to these
investigators he gave an.aecount.of
himself which they =say ‘practically
¢liminates him from consideration in
connection with the case. He was
located in a downtown hotel. Inter-
est had centered upon him for =mev-
eral days., because he was said to be
a rejected suitor of an Actress re-

‘ ported infatuated with Taylor.
Find Another Note.

Among Taylor's effects were found
two letters writt;n in 1al:atlll knuws
schoolgirl code of straig nes an
dots. One of these, deciphered, reads
as follows:

“T love you—oh, I love you.

*] had to come down because mama
remarked_that -1 always ‘seemed to
feel rather - happy after being out
with you.” So here I am. Camou-
BAB® o= i ot

“Parthermore, I am feeling unus-
ually fine—more camouflage.

+ "I will see you later. God love You
as I do.”

{ Years, and an appeal |
world to restore peace 1
{are said to constitute the most es- | has reaped big dividends on his origi-

!“irreconcilables,™

e

i Cardinal

his predecessor; probable reconecilia-

have
tions of the

sential aims of the Vatican policy
as it will be conducted under the
present pontiff.

Cardinal Gasparri will retain his
office as papal secretary of state.
This announcement almost im-
mediately after Pius XI had assum-
el the high pontificate is regarded ax
significant, as Benedict XV required
twenty-four hours for the appoint-’
ment of Cardinal Gasparri. and never
previously had a newly elected pon-
tiff chosen his secretary of state be-
fore the elapse of two or three days.

That the new Pope has decided to

| exercise hiz full authority was shown
when some of the cardinals, attached

has become known as the
attempted to per-
siade him not to appear on the out-
side balcony. He listened to the ar-
guments for a few moments, and then
said:

to what

Anscrts His Authority.

“Remember, 1 am no longer a car-
dinal. I am the supreme pontiff
now."

The diplomatic corps and papal
aristocracy were received in the Vati-
ean vyesterday afternoon. His holi-
ness passed along the loggias, accom-
panied by his entourage and escorted
by noble puards in their striking red
tull diess uniforms and the Swiss
guards-in medieval costumes,

As the pontiff moved slowly along
all knelt. He offered his hand and it
wias reverently kissed; then he pro-
cecded 1o ©lementine Hall, 3
others recelved the papal benediction.

There was a touch of melancholy
sadness and disappointment to hun-

square, when Cardinal Bisleti, dean
of the cdrdinal deacons. appeared on
the baleony of St, Peter's and shout-
ed: *l bring yvou great joy.”

The words spelled consternation to
Americans, and a few minutes
later. as Cardinal O0'Connell’s automo-
bile drew up to the large bronze gate
on the right side of the Vatican, it

‘was realized that one more conclave ;

had been held without American par-

' ticipation.

CARDINALS TOO LATE.

| Dougherty and Begin Will Go on

to Bome for Coronation.

By the Associaned I‘r:-_s:u. ny
PARIS, February 7..~Cardinal
Dougherty. Arthbishop of Philadel-
phia and Cardinal Begin. Archbishop

of Quebec, on their way o ame,
reached Havre this fl[ﬁ-, fon
' hoard the steamshi - ne

from New York, after a stormy VONaze.
and arrived in Paris this afternoon.
The two cardinals will leave tonight
for Home, where they will arrive
Thursday night in ample time for
the coronation of ope Pius X1 They
had hardly expected, om sailing, that
they would reach Rome in time {or
the election of the new Pope.

Soon after his arrival in
Dougherty telegraphed

Paris
the

! new pontiff the congratulations and

good wishes of the clergy and people
of Philadelphia. )
the pleasure of American Catholics
in general at the choice of the new
frfope. In a statement, later, Cardinai
Dougherty said:

“The election of the Archbishop of
Milan a few months after his eleva-
tion to the cardinalate
the election of Benedict XV a short
time after his reception of the red
hat. rope Benedict’'s election was
clearly a special providence, and no

| doubt the same will be found true of

I'ius X1. He is conspicuous for his
intellectuality and learning. He has
had experience in diplomacy, and the
holy see chose him for its first nuncio
to the newly liberated and united
Prolish nation.'” -

AGAIN MISSES ELECTION.

Cardinal O’Connell Had Expected

Conclave Would Await Arrival.

By the Associated Press,
ROME, February 7.—For the second

| consecutive conclave. Cardinal O'Con-

nell, archbishop of Boston, failed in
his race across the ocean to reach
Rome in time to ecarry out the duties
of his cardinalate in the election of
a Pope. From the moment the Asso-
ciated Press correspondent greeted

|the American prelate in Naples bay

until hisearrival at the railway sta-
tion in Rome, Cardinal O'Connell was
fully convineed that the sacred col-
lege would mot make a choice until
he came. .

Asg he disernbarked from the steam-
er Presidente Wilson shortly after
6 o'clock yesterday morning, the cor-
respondent informed him that the
great papal question was not vet de-
cided, and apparently the conclave
was anxious for his presence,

“Well, if that is s0,” said the cardj-
nal, *it is a great compliment to me
and my country and people. It is a
great satisfaction to know that I
will be in time at last. Eight years
ago when 1 strained every nerve and
resource tn attend the conclave which
elected Benedict XV, I arrived in
Rome just an hour late,

“1 l'FI_t confident when I set gail
from New York fourteen days ago
that they would wait for me this
time, for it means something to a
man to come thousands of miles
across the ocean in wintry weather
I have had a feeling that my col-
leagues in the sacred college would
zn_retﬂue tconsid&aration to my disap-
pointments an that
A?erica." of 'Cathotie

he steamer President Wils -
lowed the southerly route 333 f;na]d
a perfect crossing. This probably ac-
counted for the splendid appearance
of Cardinal O'Connell, whose face was
rosy red, step buoyant and spirit
cheerful. Stops of one day each were
made at the Azores, Gibraltar and
Algiers. Had one of these been
omitted the cardinal would have been
in time for the conclave.

“Of course,” sald the cardinal, “we
had- a lot of tourists aboard who
wafitedl to visit these places, and the
captain could not omit them for the
sake of one individual.”

Discussing: papel questions  “he
pointed out that he was.actually a
member of the conclave, although
force of cilrcumstances prevented his
immediate presence.

*“]1 wish, however, that you would
say in a loud voice to the American
people that the Italian government
has been most kind to me,” continued
the cardinal., “The government's am-
bassador assured me that hiz country
would place every facility at my dis-
posal to make the journey comfort-
ably and speedily. The Italians have
more than redeemed the promise and
1 am much touched by .their co
and thoughtfulness. I am told that
even the King of Italy does not have
2 whole special train, his private
car being merely attached to regular
traine” e Vi) i i

He expressed also!

is similar to}

11

{tion of the state and church. which

becn estranged for 80 many ;lars In the half century that has in-
to all the na- | tervened, and Uncle Bam, in spite of

|
|
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where |

Jdreds of Americans mingling among !
" the thousands of Italians in St. Peter's

i
i
i

tests in Congress and throughout the
country. But Alaska has produced
ealth approximating a billion dol-

his neglect of that northern country,

nal modest investment,

36,000,000 Spent.

"The appropriations authorized to
date for the railroad aggregate fifty-
six millions. It has been in course
of construction for more than seven
years, the work having been sus-
pended during the world war. Its
cost exceeds the original estimate by
twenty-one millions, but this is easily
understood, in view of the abnormal
conditions precipitated by the war”

he added. “The government has
demonstrated that it can build a
railroad. and build it well.

*“Tt is to be taken for granted that
when Congress voted money to build
the government railroad it meant
that Alaska should be developed. It
assumed, no doubt. that policies of
development would come hand-in-
hand with the bunilding of the rail-
road, but the world war intervened
and attention was diverted from
Alaska and the manifest needs of the
territory were compelled to walt.

“Now it is incumbent upon the gov-
ernment to take immediate steps to
turn its railroad investment of $56.-
000.000 to profit hy consolidating
Alaskan activities under one depart-
ment and centralizing administrative
authority and responsibility in Alas-
ka. but .with continued general su-
pervisigh in Washington.”

Tribute to *Col. Mears.
In connection with his remarks on

| the railroad, the governor paid high

tribute to Col. Frederick) Mears, who
i8 now bringing the great work to
completion.

The administration. the governor
emphasized. is committed to the de-
velopment of Alaska, and he believed
that early legislation would be
enacted which would make devel-
opment possible. The President and
Secretary Fall are making plans to
visit the territory in July or Au-
gust and thiz will be the most mem-
orable event in the annals of the
long-neglected territory. In  com-
memoration of the visit a golden
spike will be driven at the peoint on
the railroad where steel was joined,
near Riley creek, in the Broad Pass
region.

A large audience heard the address

of Gov. Bone, who was introduced by

i John Walsh, chairman of the forum!h

committee,

THREE KNOWN DEAD:
MANY ARE MISSING
- IN RICHMOND FIRE

_ _ (Continued from First Page.)

Austin of Fincastle, one of the vie-
tima of the fire, had come tu Rich-
mond to attend the execution of Ed-
mund Thompsen. a negro whoe was
electrocuted at the state peniten-
tiary this morning. In the Fincastle
party registered at the Lexington
were also J. H. Webb, L A. Crowder
and H. 8. Cahoon. Mr. Webb threw a
matiress to the street and then
jumped from the window, escaping
with miner injuries.

Veulis Believed Intact.

The safes and vaults of the bank
and the brokerage offices are believed
to be intarct, though they are buried
under. the debris.

The fire, once started, swept toward

the Cary street section and it was
only by concentrating all the avail-
able streams on the rear that the
flames were prevented from making
their way to the Cary street whole-
sale district. The front of the hotel
was practically untouched.

So rapidly did the flames =spread
through the rear. however, that all
avenues of escape of gwests in that
portion of the hotel were cut off and
they were compelled to take to the
windows. The clothing of several
of those who jumped was afire and it
was only a matter of choice between
probable death on the sidewalk or
death by burning in the furnace in
back of them, which was left those
who dived to the street. The hotel
is four storiea is height.

Believes 12 or 15 Dead.

Jamea J. Donohue. former manager
of the hotel, who was also interested
in it at the time of the fire, said today
that he is strongly of the belief that
between twelve and fifteen persons
lost their lives as a result of the con-
flagration. Samuel Ash, who was a
guest of the hotel, is reported miss-
ing. He was seen in the building
last night.

Despite the fact that the ruins of the
hotel were still smoldering this after-
noon, firemen were pearching amid piles
of bricks tuv ascertain whether any per-
sons were buried beneath a collapsed
wall. It will probably be a day or two
before the exact number of victims is
known.

Those reported as probably fatally
injured are:

John R. Cochran, fifty-three, lum-
berman, New York.

J. N. Hager, thirty-slx,
Boydton. Va.

E. P. Howell, thirty-slx, salesman,
Norfolk, Va. -

Thomag Flagan, thirty-nine, press-
man, Brooklyn, N. Y.

George Cutter, forly-seven,
man, Buckroe Beach, Va,

James Folden, thirty-eight, travel-
ing salesman, Patton, Va.

B. G. Wright, twenty-six,
Newport News.

Elmer Diffenbaugh, thirty-two, drug-
gist, Newport News.

B. H. Trice, farmer, Lexington, Va.

farmer,

sales-

clerk,

Joseph Ebb, twenty-four, laborer,
Fincastle, Va.
Andre Galles, thirty, dye-maker,

Buffalo, N. Y.

J. G. Harivall, fifty-one, salesman,
Portland, Me.

& Harrison, fifty-seven, artist,
s§t. Louls.

- UNIDENTIFIED BY NAMES.
Navy Department officials say they
are unable to fdentify positively the
R T, Carter, UU. 8. Navy,” who is re-
ported missing imn the Richmond
hotel fire, for the reason that there

‘aré four men of that name in the

enlisted personnei of the Navy. One
of these men is Elsworth T. Carter,
rated as fireman, third class, who en-
listed at Hampton roads October 8§,
1921, and is recorded as being at the
Naval Training Station, Hampton
roads. When he enlisied he ve his
home addre=es as Bhacklefords, King
and Queen county.

At the War Department it is stated
that the records show no officer or
enlisted man of the Army named
William Hamlin. The nearest ap-
proach te that name is First Lieut

Winfeld 8. Hamlin of the air station,

statiomed at l.ﬂnfle_? Field, mear
Hampton, Va., and the department
hes no information that he was in
Richmond last night

APRILEELN,

Nevitt and his jury,

CORONER'S JURY BEGINS INQU

pper—Scene in the Boardroom of the District bullding at t
Upper—Left to right; Herbert E., Martyn, H. I). F, Loag, Dr. J. R. Nevitt, €, J. Gilbert, W.
W. Riley.. Sitting—M. W. Kelly, M. A. Winter, R. C. Brown. z

IRY INTO KNI
| i|

CKERBOCKER DISASTER

f

x of the hearing., Lower—Coroner

PLANS DISREGARDED
IN BUILDING THEATER,

INQUEST DISCLOSES

iContinued from First Page.)
but that he had not examined the
plans =ince the disaster.
All such plans go to the computers,
e said. He couldn't tell who handled
j the plans, but said the records of the
inl‘ﬁ-‘ﬂ would show.
! “Did you personally inspect
| building?’ asked the coroner.
I A, siF” the witness replied.
| “Do vou know who did?”
[ No. sir, I haven't attempted. to ex-
‘amine the records in any way.”
t “Did vou see the plans personally?”
I Nevitt asked,

“I can't recall.”

“Do you recall whether any of your
suhordinates appealed Lo ¥you on any
point in the plans?”

*] do not recall in this case.”
Asked by Maj. Gordon if he had in-
gpected the building =since the col-:
lapse the witness replied: |
“] read the article in The Star last
night. but that is all that T have done
since the accident. All that 1 can tell

you is by recollection.” .|

The present inspector of huildings,
John I'. Healy, then took the stand.

He said he had records of the build-
ing plansg, and the names of the in-
spectors who served on the Il_a_utlding,.
The inspectors on this building were
E. . Curtis and A. K. Selden. They
were the general inspectors. There
also was J. R. Downman, inspector of
structural steel, while T. L. Costi-
gan was the computing engineer, the!
witness said. The latter is not now
with the building department. He is
in the street cleannig department.

“] am preparing a report now for
the Commissioners.” the witness said.

Asked if he could give any deduc-
tions, he said he had made none. Hisi
investigation was of the walls, foun-
dation and steel members.

E. H. Davis, engineer of the build-
ing department at the present time, ia
now computing the data, Mr. Healy
said.

“Tell the jury all you know about!
the foundation,” the coroner advised.

“I have estimated the load on the;
foundation and on truss No. 11, the
point of heaviest load as being about
three and one-half tons per sguare
foot,” the witness sald. “The unit
bearing wvalue of that sort is four-
;md one-half or five tons per square
not.”

He eaid the plans could be produced.

Mr. Contigan Called.

Coroner Nevitt issued instructions
to call Mr. Costigan as a witneas,
and to have R. H., Davis bring the
plans to the hearing room.

“Ido you know why the roof fell?”
asked Maj. Gordon. )

“] do not,” Mr. Healy replied.

“Do you know what importance
should be attached to the amount of
snow on the roof??”

“That is a matter of opinion,” the
witness said.

“What iz the load?”

“That it would support a dis-
tributed load of twenty-five pounds
per square foot. That is the mini-

|
i
|
i

this

mum.

“Wouldn't it hold a weight of 100
pounds per square foot?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Can you te
was?"’

“No man can.”

“Have you investigated the walla?"

“] have the walls.™

“Was the building constructed ac-
cording to building regulations?” Maj.
Gordon continued.

Qo far as T know. The report on
the steel has not been completed.” the
witness answered. :

“Have you made Investigation to
determine whether the architect's
plans were carried out?”

“Mr. Davis is doing that now.”

Beams Not Anchored.

“Did you determine whether the
beams were tied to the walls?”

o] left that to Mr. Davis, but I
have talked with him and he has
found that as a rule they were not
anchored. The beams rested on bear-
ing plates. There was no anchoring
so far as we know.”

“Have you determined what the
gize of the plates were?” ;

11 how much the load

“Did you determine the condition
of the terra cotta?’ asked Maj. Gor-
don.

“They appear to be bedded in con-
crete. That is, the tile blocks are
filled up with concrete at the end of
every truss where there is &
ing beam.” X

There are flve trusses, he said, one
principal and four secondary trusses.
The principal one ran in a north and
south direction, and the secon
ones in an east and west direction,
framed into the main truss.

*what were these long steel gir-
ders?’ Maj. Gordon continued.

“That is a system of beams, bear-
ing in size in proportion to weight."

“Did you determine whether the
plates were bedded in cement?”

The witness said he made no investi-
gation to determine this.

::?"&rle. the trusses bolted™"

*Which is more secure?”
*That depends

a bad rivet."

| Eround it was found the truss was six

] trusses Nos. 13, 14 and 16, the flange

of bolting. A guod bolt is better than
“0Of course, we all know that,” re-
sponded Maj. Gordon with feeling.

ivades Straight Statement.

Maj. Gordon could not get a straight
statement from the wilness as to
whether bolting is better .than riveting.

Maj. Gordon had to give up this line
becauge the witness sald he didn't
know.

He couldn’t tell the thickness of the
roof, because, he said, it had fallen.

Mr. Healy said he had “regular fleld
men' and one supervisor. As to qualifi-
cations, he said they were practical
or technical men.

“Did you find that the wall is plumb'l
at the present time?"' asked the coroner |
at the suggestion of Ralph P. l?::lrl'm.l"d.l

“It i not," the wltness =saidl.
“How much is it out?” asked Dr.
Nevitt.

“*About five inches. That is the Co-
lumbia road wall.”

“Have you any opirion as to the
cause of the wall being out of plumb?"
asked Corporation Counsel Stephens,

“I bave none that would be a plaus-
Ible explanarion.,” witness responded.

Plans Not Followed.
Robert Henry Davis, 1830 Irving
street northwest, engineer and com-

1
i

|

iputer in the building Inspector's of-|that he was a builder in Tennessee.

fice for two and a half years, next
was called. [

Mr. Costigan was the computer in|
1916, he said. This he took from the|
plans. The witness said he had a three- |
vear college engineering course, and!
thirteen year's practical experience.
Questioned by Dr. Nevitt, he said he

had made a study of the plans of!
the Knickerbocker Theater and eof
the ruins.

From the plans and observations he
made, he sald the plans do not agree
with the actual conartuction. The
truss-'es were of different height and
the "members” different. The plans as
submitted to the office had no dimen-
sions, the witness said.

~Is that unusual?” asked Dr. Nevitt.
p“:"gal is unusual,” the witness re-

Sometimes, he said, dimensions are
?:nlln;n lta:;r. a8 the builder can't R:t

v 0 e structural
not been checked. e s

“Explain the differences between the
plans and construction,” Instructed
the coroncr.

Truss Shy in Height.

“The plans submitted had no di-
mensions,” the witness went on. “In
checking there was no discrepancy.
For instance, the main jruss, No, 11.
scaled on the plans six feet six inches,
but im measuring the truss on the

feet six inches over. That is. it wan!

not as high as it ought to have been. |
The truss was nine inches shy in
height.”

“When was that discovered”'

“After the collapse, when we check-
eq' the plans,” the witness testified. |

'With proper inapection it should!
have been discovered,” he answared!
to question of the coroner. .o

Asked if the fan was added after
the structure was completed, Mr.
Davis said he didn't know.

“Do you mean to say a permit was
issped for the building without di-
mensions on the plans?' asked Mr.
Gordon.

“I would say it was, because the di-
mensions are not on the plans,” the
witness said.

Sufciently Stromg.

The calculations showed that truss
No. 11 was suffictently strong to carry
the load of the fan and roof. There
were some ovVerstresses, he said. He
told the jury that he couldn’t put his
finger ot the “member” that caused
the collapse. Some of them were
weak, but he was unable to tell which
one started the collapse,

The south end of truss No. 11 rested
on column No. 2, Davis said. The
trusses were riveted to the columns,
but there was no plate at the bottom
of the truss. It is assumed that the
fact that the truss was bolted to an
angle plate prevented distribution of
the weight.

The stresses seemed to figure out al-
right, the witness said, but the method
of connecting the various members to
the main pillar or =strut was rather
out of the ordinary. There was a
weakness In the connections to this
main column, he said.

“How did the truss get off of that
beam?" asked Maj. Gordon.

“I can't tell you,” witness replied.
“The average bearing on the beam, the
number of inches in the wall, was
about seven inches.”

“How do you reach that conclu-
sion?' asked Maj. Gordon.

“By marks on the beam and im-
pressions in the mortar,” the witness

On the flange that carried the

had a dip In them where the trusses
fell off, he said. ¥ .

There wasn't any beam that had a
bearing or seat of less than three
and one-half inches, he sald—that ls,
that he could find. -

"“Well, they were all there, weren't
they?" asked Maj. Gordon.

*“No, some of them had been torn
out,” the witness sald.

Questioned About Education.

Maj. Gordon then asked the witness
more about his engineering educa-
tion. Witness sald he was educated
at Delaware College and Lehigh Uni-
versity, but he did not get a degres.

“Give the between the
plana and the mmetlo&. n’ asked

|

Ringold Hart,
counsel.

“The sgtrut over column No. 2" was
not shown omn the original plans. and
the heights of the trusses were less
than on the origihal plans” he =aid.
“The plans did not show any bearing
plates. The size of the columns were
not shown. They show eight-inch col-
umns=, but no weight.

assigstant corporation

“Are you talking of final plans’”
asked Maj. Gordon.
“The fAnal plans,” witness =aid.

“There were some dimensions on the
architectural plans. There were no
dimensions to show length or weight
of steel.”

“How did they issue a "permit for
such a building as that?" asked Maj.
Gordon.

“I do not know, sir,"
Answered.

Former Official Testifles.

Andrew K. Selden of Clearwater, Fla.,
assistant building inspector here in
1916, next was called. He said he |
wis not employed now. 1

He =aid he made five Inspections of |
the condition of the ground, and the
adjoining biniding on the south of the
KEnickerbocker. That was the only kind
of inspection that he did. He said he
was in the office since 1902, and before

the witness

]

1

1]
!
i
1
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His duty, he continued, was to ex-
amine the condition™of the building on
the south, prier to underpinning. This
he found to be all right. He testified
he had nothing to do with the actual
construction of the theater.

Maj. E. G. Curtis was the inspector
of the building at e time of con-
struction. He testified that Maj. Cur-
tis had charge of the construction.

He was excused, and Thomas Bren-
ran, 1063 Potomac street, was called.
He said he had been for twenty-five
years a structural iron worker, and
worked on the Knickerbocker Theater
for two and one-half hours as signal-
man for the engineer. He left because
the “bose carried him to another job."

J. E. Donaldson, 1257 35th street, |
sald he has no occupation now, but
has_been an ironworker by trade since
1887. He worked on the theater.

Told Not to Break Walls.

“Those two beams over the stage
and one toward the balcony bore one
or two inches on the wall. In moving
both the foreman esaid to be careful
not to break the wall, the witness
said. “Me and Charlie Fitts were on
the end toward the Columbia road
end, and I told Mr. Wallace that ‘111
never put my foot on that building
any more.” When I got my money 1
left because I didn't like those walls.
1 told Mr. Wallace, Mr. Wagner's
superintendent, and he laughed at me.
That beam rested right over the
stage.” 1

The wilness said he was employed |
by Pat McDonald. He said he didn't]

!say anything to McDonald regarding |

the beams, but Willie Carpenter was |
therk and heard him. i
He said he stayed on the building,
and did come back later. 1
The inquest then was recessed for
luncheon.

LEADERS T0 MEET
AT DINNER PARLEY

Another White House dinner confer-
ence, to consider the administration’s
legislative program, has been ar-
ranged for tonight, with members of
the BSenate and House republican
steering committee in attendance.

The conference, it was assumed by
congressional leaders, will follow
along the lines of the one held sev-
eral weeks ago, at which an agree-
ment was reached on a number of
matters connected with the legisla-
tive program. .

Probable Topics at Conference.

Among the subjects which leaders
considered would be discussed are the
goldier bonus, the tariff and possibly
matters connected with the armament
conference.

Members of the Senate invited to at-
tend the gonference included Senators
Lodge, Massachusetts., the republican
leader; Curtis, Kansas, the republican

whip; McCormick, Illinois; Wads-
worth, New York; Fernald, Maine;
Kellogg, Minnesota; Frelinghuysen,

New Jersey, and France, Maryland.
List of House Members.

The House members who will attend
were announced as Renresentatives
Mondell of Wyoming, republican lead-
er; Longworth, Ohio; Dunn, New
York; Darrow, Pennsylvania; Ander-
son, Minnesota; Nolan, California, and

Green, Vermont.

John T. Adams, chairman of the re-
publican national comimittee,’ who par-
ticipated in the conference of last

|analysis self-interest

i adversary

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
GTURE SUBIECT

Paul Stark Seeley, C. 8. B, member
of the board of lectureship of the
Mother Church, the First Church of
(‘hrist, Scientist, in Boston, Mass., de-
livered the following lecture at the
Christian Seience Church, Columbia
road and Euclid street last night:

“It is sometimes gaid that one .rmg:“l
give up so much to become & Chris-

tian Srientist, but this is noL =so.
¢'hristian Science separates us from
nothing but evil. It but asks us to

surrender the fool's gold of false -
terial sense for tle enduring riches
of spiritual-mindedness. It legsens our
affection for no one but exalts and
purifies our love for every one. The
Christian Scientist recognizing that
the more evil eonditions of thought
whi abondon the more we }_{aill of
true manliness, says in the wyrds of
the great sculptor, Michelangeld,

“The more the marble wastes

The more the image grows."”

“The world today, torn with dissen-
sion, skrife and ill-will, is hungry in
its heart of hearts for love, for e
love that Is genuine, good and pure,
the love that destroys hate, unites men ]
and expresses God. The idea of co-
operation Is being born. Among states,
nations, churches, employers, employes,
farmers and individuals we =ee this
right idea of human brotherhood slow-
ly but surely emerging, not without a.
conflict, but with a definiteness that is
cause for encouragement. Slowly men
are coming to see that in the final
is to he found
only in the common interest, and that
we cannot have any endurng selfhood
apart from our brother. S0 momen-
tous is the step forward which man-
kind ix now taking that the breaking |
up of old beliefs of pride, selfishness,
jealousy, hate, and =0 on seems @t
times to cause an icejam in the stream
of progress, but under the moral force
of love the stream moves on.

“And so to every one interested in
human betterment let me say that
the world needs vour eco-operation

and mine. It needs brotherly con-
sideration one for another, toleration

and Kkindness. We need to he ever
ready to recognize and to rejoice in
the good in those about us and 1o

minimize the evil. We need to guard
against 'going to the mat’ over ques-
tions =econdary in importance, thus
retarding our own and others’ prog-
ress heavenward. In the transition
through which we are passing we see
too often good men condemn  good
men. Those striving for the same !
ideals politically and religiously are
too often separated by the devil's
wedge of eontroversy and dissension
and their purposes thwarted by un-
availing conflict,

“My friends, we are brothers, (ind
has made us so. Only as brothers can
we find true life, only as brothers can |
we possess Ilrue happinesg, only as
brothers can we fulfil our Father's
purpose and fill our places in love's
harmonious plan. “The efforts of the
are 1o divide hristians
and christendom, to bring among us

controversy, dissension, strife an 1
war. But we are brotherz brothers|
now. brothers forever and forever.!
Only in brotherhood is heaven, only |

brotherhood is truth, and the one|

is love, love that|

deep, genuine, pure and Godlike.

aid John, ‘He that loveth not his]
brother who he hath seen,

how «¢an
he love God., whom he hath not
seen "’

KING LAUDS WORK
OF CONFERENCE AS
PARLIAMENT OPENS

in

road to brotherhood
is

i
{
|
i

_ (Continued from First Page.)

distressing situation is 1o he found in
appeasement of international rivalries

and suspicions, and in the improvee
ment of conditions under which trade,
is carried on all over the waorld.

“For these reasons | welcome ar-
rangements now making for the meet-
ing of an international conference at
GGenoa, at which, T trust, it will be |
postible to establish peace on a fair
basis in Europe. and to reach a settle- |
ment of many important guestions
arizing out of the pressing need for'
financial and economic reconstruction.

“Proposals will be submitted to you
for the reform of the house of lords
and an adjustment of the differences
between the two houses”™

Among the bills for submission 1o
parliament, most of which are pure-
1y domestie, is one relating to the
establishment of the international
trade corporation.

Coalition Contrel Near End.

The approaching end of the coali-
tion government. which has ocon-
trolled Great Britain's desatinies since
early in the war, was seen in the re-
assembling at noon today of parlia-
ment for what is regarded on all
sides as its last session.

General interest, however, wius less
taken with any specitic subject which |
might come before the two houses
than with the question of the dura-
tion of life of the present parlia-
ment, and the government's tenure of
offire.

The newspapers of all party affiili-
ations, except the few definitely sup-

porting the government for a ]lnnp:;
time, have heen cudgeling the ad-!
ministration for its alleged delin- |

quencies, each party organ having ifs
own grounds for attack. Accusations
of extravagance and failure 1o
grapple with the question of mna-
tional economy were among the fore-
most, while others arose from the
discontent regarding Ireland. the
employment sitoation and several
minor matters.

The uncertainty of
parliamentary future is emphasized
Ly political writers in the morning
newspapers, =ome of whom take the
view that such dissatisfaction with
the government will be revealed at
an early date that its resignation is
inevitable.

One writer declared that the gov-
-ernment’s attitude toward Ulster had
so strengthened the supporters of
qnorthern Ireland that an almost com-
plete withdrawal of the eonserva-
tives from the ecoalition was pos-
gible, forcing Premier Llovd George
to resign. This extreme view was
not general

Such headlines as “On the Brink”
and “Under the Shadow of Dis=solu-
tion,” which top the political columns
today, are indicative of the general
belief. In these circumstances the
premier’'s speech. which is expectedl

the immediate |

UNCLE SAM KICKS
OVER PHOWE RATE

The federal govermwment, through
Secretary of tHe Treas®~y Mellon, to-
day requested the Puhlic Utilities
Commigsion 16° consider & reduction
in certain of the charg&s of the
Chesapeake and Potomac T lephone
Company for service to Uncle Sam.

Correspondence from Secretafy” Mel-
lon reveals the fact that the gewéral
supply committee of the governmyit
and representatives of the e-nmpax\
failed in woluntary conferences t
reach an agreement the rates al
isFue.

The commission, which held a hear-
ing on telephone rates twn weeks
ago, has postponed a decision. awail-
ing the outcome 6f the goveranment s

on

effort to have s rates revised by
the company. )

The substance of the government =
request is set forth in the following

excerpt from the correspondence filedd
with the commission today:

Regarded 1. S. Reservation.
“That when two government reser-

vationa pr parts of one reservalion
are separated by a public street, @
eonnection by i government-owney
duct or tupnel through such street
shall /Jbe construed * * * as consti-

tuting ‘the same government reserva-
tion."” . )
“That it ig the sense of the commil-
vee that in view of the demonstrated
avunual carrying charges on wire mil#
resulting from

agie and the economies
the handling of government wire in oa-
hles of considerable size. a reduction
of at Jeast 50 per cent in the aZgre
gate saould be allowed on groups of
Imors ‘r\_‘um twenty lines from the
mileage Yuse rate of $48 per mile
“There saems 10 he some differenes
af  opiniom® relative to the above
items heiween representanives of vout
COMmpany and this commitiee. anld, a=
the time specified forr filing any
brief by the geyheral Sli|H-]_\"t'l-lnlnille'
with the Publie Utilities fommission
axpires Fehruary 5. it is obvious that
fany further confewenee must he at !.!.
early date, and if leemed advisable,
iteis suggested that such conference

be held not later twan Friday, Feb-
ruary 3. i

Letter of Phone C.0mpany.
supply

In a letter to the general
committes of the governmarnt, dateil
*ebruary 2, thé telephond company
i in part:

The company has very carefulls
con€idered wyour original leder of

January 12 and on two separaije oo
casions its representatives have wwitle
certain proposals to the commitie
with respect to the points raisen
The company has tried to meet thes
objections riaised by the committee 1o
our charges for service and has of-
fered certain  reductions, which  w
consider to he more than liberal

“In vour letter of Fehruary 2 you
ask still greater reduction in mile
age rates for groups of conductor
than that offered you by the repre-
santatives of the company in confer-
ence, on the grounds that the carry -
ing charges on this type of telephon.
plant are less than the rates pre-
seribed. This question was Ver:
thoroughly discusged with the men
sers of the committee, and it seem
unnecessary to do so further. othe
than te emphasize again our positio
with respect to rate-making in gen-
eral and to mileage charges in ki
ticular. We do not know nor have w.
based rates for specific classes !
service on the costs invelved. To d¢
s0 would mean the abandonment
nur obligations to the telephone pub
lic as a whole. Thia proposition ha
heen repeatedly recognized as bein
sound in principle by utility commi=
sions throughout the United States

“The company. therefore, has n
alternative other than to express it
regret at the refusal of the commitiee
to econsider the 1theral concessjions w
offered. We have at all times ex-
erted a special effort to co-operar:
with the various government depar?-
ments, and in our recent discussion
have leaned backward to meet 1t
point of view of the committee.”

S388.508.12 Phone Bill

Khe correspondence from the Ty
ury (gives the annual cost of gover:
men: telephone service in Washing
ton., ¢ of last September. at t HENH
§i16.32. Of this total $163,332.96 is fo:
central oeflice messues The mnext
largest ifem _i= §95,701.44 for station
and tie-line mileage and footage. The
government’s annual charge for serv-

iire connectioms  and  removals s
F25N.R18.54,

ixplaining  »hy the government
pays $95.000 A year for mileag.
charges to  the company, another
1

wart of the corrszpondence from the

Treasury state )
“The widely scaffvred units of the
AN administrati w organization

seitates the extensive use by the
government of 1i9-'lint.l'=‘ﬂl'ld branch
extension lines carying annual
charges of $12 per quariatT of a mile
or fraction thereof, amouming in ag-
gregate to over 235,000 per annum, so
that the question of a4 hefer con-
structed telephone =system ipgvolving

i the consolidation of smaller boards
would result in considerable econ-
omies but for the mileage and' foor-

age now charged”

R. W. BULKLEY EXPIRES.

Death Believed Hastened by Enick-

erbocker Theater Disaster.

Robert Wells Bulkley, prominent
business man and interested with his

| brother, Barrs Bulkley, in the Cran-
dall theaters of this city. died vester-
day at his winter home at DPal
: Beach. 1T, from  heart  discase,
his death “ing hastened, at-
tending  physicians believe, by the

Knickerhocker Theater disaster here
anuary 28, His brother, notified of
is critiral condition, left for his bed-
side and reached there before his
death. Mrs, Bulkley declared her
husbhand had been ill only ten days.
Mr. Bulkley was widely known in
iness and social circles of this

1
h

today or tomorrow, is waited with
keen jnterest.

The Times' parliamentary
spondent credita Mr. Lloyd George
with the desire to end the present
parliament, but thinks the house of
commons may adopt a critical mood
and make efforts to prolong the
session. He says:

“The premier will he quite glad if
no unforeseen troubles arise, and

corre-

the hope of securing for the next
government he desires to lead a more
homogeneous, if smaller, majority.”
“On the other hand. the writer

of commons will prolong the session
until the time for introduction of the
budget, and intimates that India,
Egvpt and other questions of foreign
policy, such as the Cannes supreme
council meeting and its offspring, the
proposed economic conference at
Genoa, will form topies upon which
members will put searching questions
to the government.

“The decisions of the Washington
conference, universally indorsed as
they are, will be all the firmer for a
definite expression of parliament's
approval,” the correspondent adds.

As regards Ireland, there must be
at least two bills, one establishing
the Irish Free BState and the other
conferring indemnity for acts com-
mitted under martial law. How much
time passage of these measures will
take cannot be foreseen, but in view
of the preesent position of Irish
affailrs the government certainly witl
do its utmost to hastemr them, al-

month, also was Invited to attend the
one called for tonight, :

though if the bills stir up controve
delay is ineyitable. i
|

will bring the session to an end in|

foresees the possibility that the house

]

ROBERT W. BULKLEY.

city. Tie was one of ‘the owners of
the Metropolitan Theater and con-
nected with other entertainment en-
terprises in this city and Florida. His
father, Dr. W. K. Bulkley, attended
President Lincoln.

Surviving him are his wife, Mrs. R.
W. Bulkley: a son, John Bulkley,
1'nited States consul at Budapest; a
daughter, Mrs. Harry Brisner of 1203
19th street, and a brother, Bagzw
Bulkley of 1213 17th street.

Funeral arrangzments have not peen
made. - \
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